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afterwards greatly incensed, leaving the city under a
papal interdict, "in the ill-considered tumults which
ensued we again hear of Guido Cavalcanti.
* It happened' (says Giovanni Villani in his History
of Florence]  '' that in the month of December  (1300)
Messer Corso Donati with his followers, and also those
of the house of the Cerchi and their followers, going
armed to the funeral of a lady of the Frescobaldi family,
this party defying that by their looks would have assailed
the one the other ;   whereby all those who were at the
funeral having risen up tumultuously and fled each to
his house, the whole city got under arms, both factions
assembling in great numbers, at their respective houses.
Messer Gentile de5 Cerchi, Guido Cavalcanti, Baldinuccio
and Corso Adimari,  Baschiero della Tosa and Naldo
Gherardini, with their comrades and adherents on horse
and on foot, hastened to St. Peter's Gate to the house of
the Donati.   Not finding them there they went on to
San Pier Maggiore, where Messer Corso was with his
friends and followers ;  by whom they were encountered
and put to flight, with many wounds and with much
shame to the party of the Cerchi and to their adherents.'
By this time we  may conjecture as probable that
Dante, in the arduous position which he then filled as
chief of the nine Priori on whom the Government of
Florence devolved, had resigned for far other cares the
sweet intercourse of thought and poetry which he once
held with that first friend of his who had now become
so factious a citizen.   Yet it is impossible to say how
much of the old feeling may still have survived in Dante's
mind when, at the close of the year 1300 or beginning
of 1301, it became his duty, as a faithful magistrate of
the republic, to add his voice to those of his colleagues
in pronouncing a sentence of banishment on the heads
of both the Black and White factions, Guido Cavalcanti
being included among the latter.   The Florentines had
been at last provoked almost to demand this course from
their governors, by the discovery of a conspiracy, at the
head of which was Corso Donati (while among its lead-
ing members was Sirnone de' Bardi, once the husband

